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Synopsis

This engaging book, written with the help of extensive scholarship and leading scholars, introduces
learners to twenty-four different theorists and compares and contrasts their theories on how we
develop as individuals. Emphasizing the theories that follow and build upon the developmental
tradition established by Rousseau, this text also covers theories in the environmental/learning

tradition. For individuals interested in the psychology of child development.
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Customer Reviews

From Locke and Rousseau to Piaget and Bandura, scholars have advanced our understanding of
psychological development. In this lively and readable book, Crain introduces the concepts of a
number of outstanding theorists, giving special attention to the practical applications of their thought.
This Fifth Edition features new discussions of: Piaget and his critics Freud’s mechanisms of
defense Werner and today’s push for early literacy instruction Schachtel’s views on why adults
forget early childhood experiences The standards movement that dominates contemporary

education

William Crain is professor of psychology at the City College of New York and is the editor of the
journal, Encounter: Education for Meaning and Social Justice. He and his wife Ellen F. Crain, a

pediatrician, have three grown children.



Got this book for a class and have used it as a source for many papers since. Just a tip: renting
books off of is super easy and cheap, but make sure you can keep the book as long as you need it.
I've had a few semesters where the rental wasn’t quite long enough--usually only by a few weeks,
and discovered that buying the book(s) used off of was just as cheap. | now buy used or rent all of
my grad school books from , and it has saved me hundreds. Much cheaper than renting or buying

from my school.

As far as textbooks go, this is a great choice. Crain does an excellent job of covering developmental
therory in an easy to read and engaging manner. Even after finishing the course, | would consider
rereading this in my spare time, thanks to the quality of the writing.

Good resource for Counseling class

Arrived as stated, with quite a lot of highlighting/underlining in it. Paid for express shipping and it
came in good time for school. Would buy from again. This is not the most recent edition, as Crane
has since come out with edition 6 of this book. Just something to note before purchasing. Thanks!
Touches on each theorist, but not elaborate.

This product is awesome

Great book about the theories of developmental psychology. Well organized and clearly explains
every single theory. It also contains the author’s evaluations on each theory. This is very helpful for

the students. However, the price of the book is too expensive.

Very good details on theories.
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